
 
Japanese Academy 
 

 
  

The Japanese Academy Program at Helensvale State High is designed to provide 
students of Japanese Language an extension on their knowledge, skills and 
abilities in all areas of Japanese across Years 7, 8, 9 & 10.  Languages are a 
fantastic way to engage young learners in intercultural appreciation, helping 
them to communicate with people around the globe and expanding their career 
options in the future. This program not only develops language skills, language 
confidence and cultural understanding, but also provides a supportive program 
that will enhance literacy, communication and higher-order thinking skills, all 
valuable foundations preparing students for their senior schooling years.   
 
Students in the Japanese Academy Program develop and practise 
communicative language within realistic contexts while at the same time 
developing an understanding of cultural differences. Students are assessed on 
their knowledge and understanding of the essential elements of the Japanese 

Language and are given the opportunity to create, present, interpret, respond and reflect on their own and other’s work. Students 
are encouraged to work individually and collaboratively in Japanese, developing practices that can form the basis for further education 
and employment in many professions and industries such as business, hospitality, tourism, law, science, technology and education.    
 
At Helensvale State High we have a dynamic Japanese language department with staff who are passionate about the language and 
culture of Japan.  Many enrichment opportunities are made available throughout our Program including sister school/study tour visits, 
Japanese lunch days and restaurant visits, participation in language competitions and cultural incursions/excursions.  In addition, 
Japanese Academy students utilise exciting online learning tools that greatly aid in the development of their Japanese language skills. 

If students make it through the first stage of the Application Process they may be invited to attend a trial.  Trialling does not 
guarantee acceptance into the program. 

 

JAPANESE ACADEMY ALUMNI QUOTES 
 
 

Catherine Strassburg – Year 12 Japanese Student 
I think learning Japanese is great, interesting and an enjoyable challenge.  
One of my favourite parts of learning Japanese is learning how to write kanji.  
The teachers are also incredible.  They make learning Japanese really fun by 
incorporating different games and challenges between friends and class 
mates.  I find that my Academy teachers often share information about extra 
opportunities to encourage and extend our language skill development, and 
build our confidence.  In years 10 and 11 I went on the school’s Japanese 
Study Tour to Japan and during my stay with my host family, I was able to 
converse with them with confidence.  Studying Japanese with like-minded, 
motivated and interested students for the past four years has also helped 
me build strong trust and friendships amongst those in my class. I would 
highly recommend the Japanese Academy Program.  It was one of the best 
decisions I made during my high school years. 
 
 
Tynika Crooks – Year 12 Japanese Student 
Japanese Academy has been an awesome experience. Over the past years the teachers have made learning Japanese fun. Many 
opportunities have been provided to us, such as a school trip to Japan and visits from our sister school. Learning Japanese has really 
helped me in being more confident. For example, when in Japan, I felt comfortable speaking to Japanese people, and in Year 10 I 
participated in a Japanese play held at a state-wide speaking competition run with the cooperation of Griffith University. Our Academy 
Teachers always make sure that the students know about any extra-curricular activities or events that are going on and encourage us 
to join in. Overall, joining Japanese Academy has really pushed me and supported me in my language studies, and being a part of it 
has helped to make Japanese one of my favourite subjects.    

 

NB. An application fee is attached to this program and must be paid on submission. 
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