
Ideas Page for Visual Art Folio 
 
What is tone in Art? 
This refers to the lightness or darkness of something. This could be a shade or how dark or light a colour appears. Tones are 
created by the way light falls on a 3D object. The parts of the object on which the light is strongest are called highlights and the 
darker areas are called shadows. 

     
Find an everyday object and create a 

stylised drawing 
Have the object next to you 

when drawing. Create a 
stylised drawing 

Look for the lightness and darkness within your still life and identify 
where it is. 

 

   
Consider what the background is and what 

materials you are using. 
Can you show tone with colour? 

   
Take a photo and cut it in half. Finish the other 

half 
Consider where the picture sits on the page Look at what you are drawing! Do not use from your 

memory. 
 

Video Tutorials 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qQy3Bm5SCkQ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qQy3Bm5SCkQ


Example Activities 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Stimulus 

 
Redraw this object 

 
Consider:  

• Where the light and the shade is within this picture? 
• How are you going to show these to make it look 3D? 

o What materials could you use? Colouring in Pencil, lead pencil, paint, pastel, 
watercolour 

TIPS: 
• Look for the shapes within the object 


