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From the Principal

Our School Values Dear Helensvale State High School

Community

\
Our School Values — Throughout this term and year we have hosted many events
I am RESPECTFUL celebrating the wonderful achievements of our students. Such
| am RESPONS'BLE achievements demonstrate how we, together as One
| am RESILIENT Community, are committed to achieving our vision for each
\ and every student to reach their potential.

| would like to share with you some of this year's major

Click here for more information and to see the event o o
highlights and examples of how students have been inspired

calendar
by their peers, staff, families and community to challenge

themselves academically, physically and emotionally.

Academic Highlights

Our commitment to STEM education continues to ignite a
passion for exploration and discovery in Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics, propelling our students towards

a future of endless possibilities.

Queensland
Government


https://helensvaleshs.eq.edu.au/Calendarandnews/Eventscalendar/Pages/Eventscalendar.aspx

« Four of our students took part in the SuperGEMS
program, a STEM initiative in collaboration with Griffith
University and V8 Supercars Australia. Through hands-
on activities and mentorship from motorsport
professionals, they explored the science of motorsport
— including aerodynamics, materials science, data
analysis, and mechanical engineering - while gaining
valuable insights into the wide range of science and

technology careers in this high-performance industry.

Eighteen Year 12 Physics and Year 12 Chemistry
students were recognised by the Australian Institute of
Physics and the Royal Australian Chemical Institute for

their outstanding performance in these subjects.

Twenty-seven of our Year 12 students participated in
Griffith University’'s Head Start Program, undertaking
Griffith Chemistry, Griffith Physics, or both, alongside
their regular studies. Upon completion, they will receive
university credit, ATAR adjustments and guaranteed

admission into a wide range of Griffith degrees.

This year marked our first-ever Year 7 Science Fair,
showcasing the creativity and curiosity of our students

who proudly presented their projects to families.

This year, our Horticulture faculty was given a unique
opportunity to contribute to the Coomera Connector
infrastructure project by growing and planting the
vegetation required for its landscaping — a fantastic
real-world learning opportunity.

One hundred and forty-seven students competed in the

Australian Mathematics Trust Competition and 33 of our
students were awarded with a credit for their

participation.

Year 7 History students proudly exhibited their own
historical creations at our Night at the Museum.
Congratulations to Alani and Emily who were awarded in

teacher’s and people’s choice categories.

Year 7, 8 and 9 Excite History students participated in
the National Australian History Competition alongside
students from all over Australia. We congratulate our
Year 9 student, Lucas, who was one of two students

who topped the State.

Our Year 8 Japanese students participated in the Gold

Coast Language Speech Competition at Giriffith
University with Saeto achieving 2nd place in the Native

Speakers category and Anetta, achieving 3™ place in

the General category.

The entrepreneurial nature of our
students never ceases to amaze

« Our E4E Market Day, showcasing innovative product
and service ideas continues to get bigger and better
every year.

« Five teams of Year 8 and 9 E4E students participated in
the Mayor’s Technology and Innovation Awards. Among
them, James and Henry were selected as top ten

finalists for their app concept, QuitCloud.

« Our international student program continues to expand,
as we hosted 6 study tours from Japan and Taiwan. We
also have over 30 international students from Brazil,
Vietnam, Thailand, Mexico, Italy, Switzerland, Germany,
Japan, Hong Kong and Philippines, with even more

students on the books for next year.

The talents of our students in the field
of Arts are exceptional

The level of talent of our arts students is inspirational, with so
many outstanding achievements across dance, drama, art and

music — way too many to share. Here are just a few:
Visual Art:

« Madison, Aisha, Taylor and Chloe were chosen for the
regional ‘Creative Generation” exhibition

« Taylor and Chloe had their artworks chosen to be a part
of the ENERGIES exhibition at HOTA gallery

Dance:

« Our talented dance students participated in the
Beenleigh QUOTA eisteddfod, with all year levels being
formally recognised, with first, second and third place
wins. Our Year 9 Hip Hop dancers were awarded the
overall Highest Scoring High School Group out of sixty-

three secondary schools.

Drama:




« Our Year 7 and Year 9 drama academies entered the
Gold Coast Secondary Schools’ Drama festival. Year 7
were awarded the outstanding ensemble trophy for their
play ‘Meant to Be’ and Year 9 were awarded Runner’s
up for their play ‘Air-Heart. They also received the
Innovative Trophy and Jayden received an outstanding

actor award
Instrumental music:

« Eleven students participated in the Drum Line for
Creative Generation — State Schools on Stage, with nine
of those students also performing at the Opening of the
Brisbane Festival.

« Nine instrumental music students have been accepted
into the State Honours Ensemble Program for 2025.

« At the Beenleigh Eisteddfod, the Stage Band and the
Concert band received gold.

« At the Gold Coast Eisteddfod, students achieved Gold in

Six sections.

Design provides hands on
experiences

e Our

craftsmanship, producing camp chairs, camp table,

Design students again impressed with their
eskies, BBQs, elegant hall tables, and the signature dog
kennels.

« The kitchens were alive with creativity, from High Teas
at Cassidy’s Café to the International Street Food
Marketta and Vale Bistro. The standout was the
Certificate 1l Cookery function, where Year 12 students
catered a formal three-course dinner for 105 guests,
receiving outstanding feedback from families and

community members.

Outstanding sporting achievements

like

achievements with hundreds of awards being handed to our

Just the Arts, there were so many outstanding

very talented students. Here are just a few:

« Senior Boys and Senior Girls football won the Schools
Premier League Grand Finals

« Under 14 Boys Futsal team won the Queensland School
Futsal Cup

e Year 11/12 Mixed Netball team won the Indoor Netball

Federation Queensland Central Region

« Year 7/8 Girls Netball team won the Indoor Netball
Federation Queensland Central Region

» Senior Female, Senior Male, Junior Female and Junior
Male the State Semi AFL
Queensland’s Street Smarts AFL Cup*

reached Finals of
« 14 students with disability from Year 7 to 12 participated
in a fabulous day at the Willing and Able Games.

Wellbeing for learning

Our school offers so many opportunities for our students as
we prioritise not only their educational achievement, but their

sense of belonging and engagement.

One of our biggest highlights this year has been how quickly
our mythical hawk houses, Apollo, Bunjil, Habrok and Kahu,

have come to life.

From the very start of redesigning our house structure, our
vision was to develop a deep sense of connection and
belonging within our ‘One Community’. We recognised that
school spirit in and beyond the classroom unites staff, families

and our local community.

We participated in Clean up Australia Day, Youth off the
Streets, Daffodil Day, Day for Daniel, RUOK day, Valentine’s
Day, Relay for Life, Kokoda, Book week, Queensland Mental

Health week and so much more.
So many opportunities; so many great achievements.

I am so proud of our students, many of whom have a great
work ethic, are committed to their education and make a
positive contribution to our school community. As | commend
our students, | also want to recognise and thank the many

people who have supported their learning along the way.

First and foremost, | sincerely acknowledge our parents and
carers, you are the first educators, who have been hugely

influential in your learning throughout your schooling.

| would like to acknowledge the dedication and leadership of
our executive team, our student support services team and our
Learning Community staff for their caring, their ongoing

support, and tireless commitment to student success.

To our curriculum Heads of Department, for engaging our

students in an outstanding curriculum in every aspect.




Thank you to our Heads of House, who have been relentless
in our pursuit of fostering house and school spirit, and creating

that sense of belonging.

To our teachers and non-teaching staff — many of the
initiatives and achievements this year would not be possible if

it weren’t for your dedication and commitment to our students.

Thank you also to the numerous local businesses that

continue to support our school, whether it is through
sponsoring awards this evening, or being a part of our ever-
growing Helensvale Community Alliance. Your support means
we can provide wonderful opportunities for our students that

otherwise may not have been possible.

| would like to recognise the significant input of our School
Council. Every conversation, every action, every decision

made is about improving student learning and well-being.

Thank you also to the numerous local businesses that
continue to support our school, whether it is through
sponsorship, or being a part of our ever-growing Community
Alliance. The support of our community means we can
provide wonderful opportunities for our students that otherwise

may not have been possible.

As this is the last newsletter of the year, and the last
newsletter from me, on behalf of the Helensvale State High
School staff | wish you all a safe and happy holiday. Start-up
procedures will be communicated to families prior to the

commencement of Term 1, 2026.

Kind regards

Karen Lindsay

Principal.

E-scooter Safety

StreetSmarts

Department of Transport and Main Roads

E-scooters .\

Personal Mobility Devices (PMDs) include e-scooters,
e-skateboards, solowheels and similar devices.

Who can ride

Riders must be

16 years old or older
12-15's my ride. but must
be supervised by an adult.

S

&

Age

16+

Passengers

E-bikes

Electric bikes, also known as e-bikes, are
by a small motor when riding. E-bike rule:

Whe can ride
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Ages | limits apply
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Illegal devices
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source of power
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arenst allowed,

Lo

vehicles which are assisted
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Always wear
a helmet
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School Holiday Program Week 1- 15 to 19 December, 2025

Throttle powered only
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Be visible
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& stop signs and reflector)
Ring your Stay at the scene

of a crash and
exchange details

bell to warn
pedestrians

) Queensland
Government

School Holiday Program Week 2 - 5 t0 9 January, 2026




Finance and Uniform Shop

Hours

2025 - 2026 /ﬁl
FINANCE OFFICE & UNIFORM SHOP
EXTENDED TRADING HOURS $
Operating hours are subject to change. ___H}!-t"‘ﬁ)\'ﬁ\ul’l
Updates are available via Helensvale State High School Facebook page. oo
DATES FINANCE OFFICE UNIFORM SHOP
Year 7 Interviews Monday October 27 8am - 1.45pm Bum’";;::'“m
Term 42025 pm —5.45p
Week & Monday November 3 8am — 1.45pm 8am — 12pm

3pm —5.45pm

Manday December 1

Yr 7 2025 High School Experience Day Fam-14spm 7am-12pm
274 ast Week Tuesday December 2 sam-1:45pm sam-12pm
Term 4-2025 Wednesday December 3 Bam-1:45pm ‘8am-12pm
Week 9
Thursday December & gam-1:45pm Bam-12pm
Friday Decamber 5 cLosen cLOSED
Monday December & 8am - 1:45pm gam - 12pm
Tuesday December 9 sam— 1:45pm gam - 12pm
Last Week
Term a-2025 Wednesday December 10 cLosen cLOSED
wesk 10
Thursday December 11 cLosen cLOSED
Friday Decamber 12 cLoSED CLOSED
christmas Break Please note that the school finance office & uniform shop will be closed for the Christmas break from
2025 - 2026 Wednesday December 10 2025. Reapening Monday January 19 2026.

Monday January 19 sam - 3pm sam - 3pm
Tuesday January 20 2am-3pm 8am—3pm
1 Week before school Wednasday lznuary 21 g2m —3pm sam—3pm
retums - 2026
Thursday sanuary 22 10:308m - 5pm 10:302m - spm
Friday January 23 8am - 12pm 8am - 12pm
WMonday January 26 CLOSED - PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Tuesday January 27 2am-3pm 8am—3pm
1% Week
Term 12026 wednasday January 23 2am - 3pm 8am - 3pm
wesk 1
Thursday sanuary 29 sam - 3pm 8am - 3pm
Friday January 30 cLosen cLosen

HSHS Alumni Program
Gaining Momentum!

HELENSVALE
STATE HIGH SCHOOL

ALUMNI
2025 DATA

Alumini Bio Posters
created & displayed
on campus

Alumn
Sessions [
Events

15

HSHS alumni
foliowing the school
social media pages

s AR @

The HelensvaleSHS Alumni Program has continued to flourish
throughout 2025, strengthening connections between our past
students, current learners, and dedicated staff. What began as
a small initiative has now grown into a vibrant network that
celebrates success stories, creates career pathways, and

inspires our next generation of graduates.

2025 Highlights

« 22 Alumni touch points

« 724 students involved in Alumni events

» 1,525+ parents, families, and community members have
seen, heard, or taken part in the program so far

« 26 Alumni bio posters created

« 201 Alumni database

« 80 educator connections built

« 165 Alumni following our Alumni school social pages

« 16 Alumni sessions and events 2025

« 19 mini Alumni videos created

« 75 social media posts + 2 Alumni newsletters




« 1 new Instagram page launched
« 300 Alumni keyrings created/received for our Graduating
Class of 2025 and as thank-you gifts for our contributing

Alumni guests

As we look ahead to 2026, plans are already underway to
expand the program even further — with more events,

opportunities, and connections in the works.

Are you a past HSHS student?

If you are an ex-student of HSHS and have a business, an
interesting life/career pathway, or a skill to share, we'd love to

hear from you!

Please contact Chauntel Mcintyre - cmcin233@eq.edu.au to

get involved.

Together, we’re celebrating our past, empowering our
students, and continuing to grow a proud HSHS legacy that

lasts well beyond graduation.

Parentline

Parentline is a free and confidential service available to all

Queensland parents and carers, 7 days a week, from 6am
until midnight

Parentline offers advice and support on a wide range of

parenting topics, including:

« friendship issues

« parent—child relationships

« parenting strategies and behaviour management

« mental and emotional wellbeing for both children and

parents

(s do \og

when parents
feel supported

R

Free phone + online counselling for parents and carers.
6am-midnight (AEST), 7 days a week

parentline.com.au | 1300 30 1300

parentine

parentline is a service of yourtown

Social media age restrictions
are coming—here’s what
you need to know.

10

Australian children under 16

From December,

Social media
age restrictions

Information and resources at
eSafety.gov.au

can no longer create or keep

certain social media
accounts. Affected platforms

include Facebook, Instagram,

Snapchat, TikTok, X
(formerly Twitter) and
YouTube.

o {efSafety

This isn't a ban—it's a delay,
giving young people more time to build safe, healthy digital
habits, enhance online safety and reduce exposure to online

harm.

« Start the conversation with your child today:

« Talk about how they use social media

« Help them download photos or videos they want to keep
« Explore other ways to stay connected

» Support their wellbeing through the change.

Visit the eSafety Commissioner’s hub for further guidance:

lView more information



mailto:cmcin233@eq.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/eSafetyOffice?__cft__%255b0%255d=AZXahX3pGR59yye05cV1Wo07mIv2jWHtsJdZJ6AY4QGg77LFh3vnnqU4YJWMjySUrZYPoM8WGXZ6ZAJht_xoqIrywwl8GNBLhjZhp9fPzO7oAY-qdCi3p3B9dEP6WTJZ3J1bzABfCklLaXsQuf1kCeYC_Srce9kQVqzHaNXPJ5h7IWOzBKLGiLfGU8-KqWkTqFvGdJfYdTEOvR7kUUcrbyTgnaMh5No1llBlVRwkmYOXAw&__tn__=-%255dK-y-R
https://bit.ly/46FWkft

[Bihttps://bit ly/46F Wit

Every Day Counts: regular

school attendance

Did you know? Research shows that in Queensland, higher
student attendance at school is associated, on average, with
higher student achievement. Why is regular attendance at
school important? Regular school attendance will mean that
your child gets a better chance at life. Your child will achieve

better when they go to school all day, every school day:

« they learn better
« they make friends
« they are happier

« they have a brighter future.

Why must | send my child to school?

Under Queensland law, you must make sure your child of
school age is enrolled and attends school all day, every school
day unless they have a reasonable excuse. lliness, doing work
experience, competing in a school sporting event or going on
a school excursion are reasonable excuses for being absent
from school. Principals decide if the excuse given for your
child’s absence is reasonable. Avoid keeping your child away
from school for birthdays, shopping, visiting family and friends,
if they sleep in, looking after other children, minor check ups or

care such as hair cuts.

Link and Launch

or engaging in further study pathways. We recognise that for
some students leaving school can be quite daunting and its

sometimes difficult to take that ‘next step’.

Some students, after 13 years of making their way through
school, might not have any idea what that ‘next step’ can look
like for them. And guess what? That’s totally ok and that's why
this program was developed by the Department of

Education/Queensland Government to assist graduating

Grade 12 students — and it’s free.
Elaine can assist with:

« Career planning/guidance

- Career assessments

« Skilling Queenslanders for Work and Trade Taster
programs

« Assistance with job applications, resume writing and
interview preparation

« Alternative entry to university

« Additional support with further training via TAFE or other
accredited training providers

« Whatever the individual requires...................

Where can you access Link and Launch?
Elaine can be contacted on:
Mobile: 0401 127 905

Email: ebran61@eq.edu.au

2nd Floor, Karangbah

Support Staff

It’s an exciting time of the year for our
Grade 12’s here at Helensvale State
High School!

It’s Link and Launch time!

Our Link and Launch co-ordinator Elaine Braniff will be
organising face to face interviews with our Grade 12’s very
soon to discuss their plans for leaving school — whether that’s
getting a job — part time whilst they’re studying or full-time,

commencing an apprenticeship or traineeship

Support
You can access counselling support 24/7

Kids Helpline................1800 551 800
Free phone and online counselling
Service for young people aged 5-25.

Lifeline.....ninn 1311 14
Access to erisis support and
Suicide prevention services.

Beyond Blue.. ... . 1300224636
Mental Health phone and webchat support,
Counselling, information and advice.

Headspace
Upper Coomera............5600 1999
Southport...................5509 5900

=



https://bit.ly/46FWkft
mailto:ebran61@eq.edu.au

We Would Like to Thank Our

Sponsors

VALE ALLIANCE
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Acknowledgment of Country

Helensvale State High School as one community,
acknowledges the Kombumerri Peoples, the Traditional
Custodians of the land on which our school is built. We
respect their long history, ancestry and culture. We pay our
respects to the Elders, past, present and emerging for they
carry the memories and traditions of past times.

We would also like to extend our acknowledgment to other
First Nations Peoples: those hailing from the Torres Strait
Islands and those belonging to other Aboriginal Language

Groups.

We acknowledge the strength and resilience of Kombumerri
peoples. We respect their enduring connection to the local

wetlands and the cultural responsibility

they uphold to preserve wildlife.
learning in the spirit of these values.

Together, we go forward,
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